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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 

At long last the winter is well and 

truly behind us. We changed the 

clocks some weeks ago and the 

evenings are lengthening nicely, so 

it is time to catch up on all those 

gardening jobs and get the runner 

beans planted. I have to confess 

that last year my beans were a total 

disappointment but I will try and do 

better this year. I have a tiny “postage stamp sized” 

garden but with a little careful planning I should be able to 

squeeze quite a lot in. 

As I sit at my kitchen table compiling this, I have one eye 

on the birds continually visiting the bird feeders and the 

other on the garden wall and fences that need painting. 

Two tins of paint are sitting on the kitchen floor along with 

the paint brushes awaiting my ministrations and I cannot 

wait to get out there. 

It is now well over eight months since the Trustees have 

been able to meet face to face around the Board table 

and, like you, we have missed the contact with each 

other. We have done our best with Zoom meetings. It’s a 

way of keeping in touch but it is no substitute for sitting 

together and thrashing out problems or sparking off each 

other as ideas for events get tossed back and forth until 

the plan is finalised. We are currently putting final touches 

to many events that we hope (with Boris’s permission) we 

shall be able to offer you in the coming months, so keep 

an eye on your copies of County News for all the details. 

Of course do keep in mind that should circumstances 

change we may need to curtail our plans. 

I hope by now that many of you have managed to hold 

your Annual Meetings and others have a date in diaries 

as to when you propose to hold them. I realise just how 

difficult this has been for us all. I congratulate you for the 

determination you have shown to keep your WIs going, 

the innovative ways you have kept in contact and the 

variety of events you have organised for your members.  

To those who haven’t managed to meet I hope you are 

looking forward to resuming your WI meetings and getting 

together once more. 

If there is anything from the WI Federation calendar that 

you have particularly missed or anything that you would 

like us to organise then by all means get in touch with any 

one of us and we will see what we can do. 

In the meantime enjoy the lovely weather, get out if you 

can but remember the face masks and social distancing 

and above all stay safe. 

With best wishes, 

Margaret 

http://cornwallwi.org.uk


FEDERATION MATTERS 
CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION 
The Board of Trustees decided not to hold the Press Competition in 2021. 

Instead, the Boslowick Cup will be awarded to the best entry in our Creative 

Writing Competition. 

Comprising no more than 1000 words, we would like your interpretation of the 

following title: “Walk upon England’s Mountains Green.” 

This is an opportunity to let your imagination run riot. It would be wonderful to 

have a large number of entries, so sharpen your pencils and let the thoughts 

flow while we wait for all the restrictions to lift. 

Entries may be sent by hard copy to the office, or by email, along with the entry 

form, which is available online, to cfwi@btconnect.com. There is no entry fee. 

Closing Date: Friday 27 August 2021 

Further Information: Jane Dover or Chy Noweth an Conteth 

A PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION FOR ALL MEMBERS 
Inspired by members’ talent and love of photography, the CFWI Board of Trustees invites WI members to enter the 

June Eddy Photography Competition.  

Members are invited to submit a photograph on the theme of ‘Bridges’. There is no charge to enter. 

• Photographs submitted may be in black and white or colour. 

• Photographs may be submitted as prints or emailed. Print photographs must be no larger than 10” x 8”. 

Electronic photographs must be in a .jpg/.jpeg format at 300dpi. 

• Filters or digital enhancing packages, such as Photoshop, will be accepted. 

• All photographs must be the original work of the WI member and taken between 1 January 2020 and 31 July 

2021. 

• Photographs must be taken by a member of the WI; images taken by professional or external sources are not 

permitted.  

• Consent must be given from all individuals that can be identified in the photographs. If there are children under 

18, please ensure that consent is given from either a parent or guardian. 

• A label bearing the name of the WI member and her WI must be visible on the back of the entry, if a print is 

submitted. Emailed entries must include the entrant’s name and name of her WI in the body of the email. 

• WI members may submit no more than 3 photographs. 

• Judging will be based on the image, interpretation of theme and overall presentation. 

• WI members must send their entries to CFWI for judging no later than Thursday 26 August 2021. 

• Judging will take place during September 2021, and June Eddy Cup will be presented to the winner at the 20 

October 2021 Annual Council Meeting. 

Closing Date: Thursday 26 August 2021 

Further Information: Helen Kestle or Chy Noweth an Conteth 

 

mailto:cfwi@btconnect.com


MEMBERSHIP MATTERS TO ALL 
THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL 
Many of you will be looking forward to the end of 

Lockdown but for the moment we are still subject to some 

restrictions and we just need to hang in there for the light 

at the end of the tunnel. 

Some of you have already held your Annual Meetings by 

Zoom or email or post and the WI Advisers have enjoyed 

meeting you virtually. It’s been a new experience for us all. 

Our congratulations and thanks go to those of you who 

have agreed to serve on Committees and to those who 

have taken the position of Officers. 

Many WIs elected to postpone their Annual Meetings to take place during this month and June. Some of these will 

be Zoom or Hybrid and those after the 17 May are hoping for good weather to enable their meetings to take place 

outdoors, albeit with some restriction on numbers. 

However, we all have our fingers crossed that after 21
 
June we will be able to resume our meetings together and 

that nothing will have happened in the meantime to delay this. 

We are looking forward to being able to join you all again in the not too distant future, but in the meantime if you 

have any queries or just want a chat please contact your dedicated WI Adviser. All details are in the Yearbook or the 

office staff will give you the required details. 

From: The Membership Support Team 

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE   
ROYAL CORNWALL SHOW 

AND COMPETITION 

The Royal Cornwall Show has been 

cancelled again this year. To avoid 

disappointing all those who have 

been working on competition entries 

we will be transferring all that we can 

to Chy Noweth an Conteth for a local 

Show at the beginning of 

September. 

Please carry on with your plans for 

your competition entries and be 

aware that we now need entries for 

the “prose” part of your exhibit to be 

submitted by 31 July. 2021. 

As soon as we have plans for the 

new venue in place, I will let you 

have full details of what, how and 

when. Until then, please be patient 

for just a little longer. 

Many thanks, 

Margaret  

2022 WI DIARIES 

I have received notice from NFWI that they are now 

ready to take orders for the 2022 diary. The diary will 

be similar to this year’s but with a green cover (and is 

completely recyclable). The cost of the diary is £5.50. 

The order form will be sent with the May issue of 

County News and will also be available to download 

from the website. 

Alternatively you can email your order to 

cfwi@btconnect.com and make payment by bank 

transfer. The bank account details are: 

Sort code 30-98-76, Account number 00918970 

Order forms should be returned by 1 July 2021 and 

the diaries will be available for collection from Chy 

Noweth after 9 August, or at the Annual Council 

Meeting. 

Please note there will be no surplus stock. 

Best wishes 

Barbara 

 



NOTES FROM THE OFFICE, cont’d. 

200+ CLUB 
March 2021 winner of £50 – Sally Simcox, a family 

member of a member of Ladock WI 

YEAR BOOK CHANGES 
Page 41: Diana Harry, President of Perranuthnoe & 

District WI, has a new address. 

OBITUARY: FORMER CFWI CHAIRMAN 

EUNICE PEARCE 

 

Many of the older generation of WI members will 

remember Eunice Pearce, a member of Lanreath 

WI, and County Chairman from 1968-1971, she 

died recently just before her 101st birthday. Eunice 

was exemplary in all crafts and taught Needlework 

and Home Management at St Austell College of 

Further Education. She was Chairman of Fowey 

School Governors when it was rated in the top ten 

of schools in England.  

Eunice was also a great supporter of Nansallos 

Church and loved the Royal Cornwall Show; she 

was immensely proud when Prince Charles visited 

the WI marquee in 1970, at the time when she was 

Chairman. She loved visiting the WIs as a VCO 

(WI Adviser today). After Eunice left school, she 

joined the RAF as a teenager and became an 

aircraft mechanic servicing Spitfires and Lancaster 

bombers. Eunice was a robust woman with strong 

views, an enduring support for the WI and was a 

staunch ambassador for Cornish WI members. 

 

DISCOVERING ROUGH TOR 

Friday 9 July 2021 

ROUGH TOR CAR PARK (Grid ref SX 1381 

8190) 

11am-2 pm 

Enjoy a guided walk to the summit of Rough Tor 

and discover the natural and historical gems that 

this area has to offer.  

This circular walk is over uneven ground, involves 

uphill sections and can be marshy even in July, so 

walking boots or stout walking shoes and suitable 

clothing for the weather are recommended. 

Because of livestock and ground breeding birds on 

the moor, dogs must be kept on a lead no more 

than 2m in length at all times. 

Bring a packed lunch, flask and water. 

This walk is not suitable for members with mobility 

concerns. 

Cost: £5.50 

Closing Date: Thursday 27 May 2021 

Further Information: Lynn Griffiths or Chy 

Noweth an Conteth 

ARTS & LEISURE 



CUTTINGS FROM FLORAL ART  

& GARDENING 
The Cornwall Garden Society is turning this year's 

Spring Show into a Summer Show to be held at the 

Royal Cornwall Showground on 16-18 July. It should be 

most interesting and very different from the usual - a 

challenge to all of us who usually "have a go" at 

entering! The schedule has been published on their 

website, so do have a look.  

We had arranged an event last year when Trevor 

Wiltshire, our own gardening adviser, would have 

demonstrated and advised, on how to present at 

such a show, and we hope to host something 

similar just as soon as we are allowed to do so. In 

the meantime, we hope that some of you will feel 

encouraged and inspired to enter. The stewards 

are always very kind and helpful for the novice 

competitors. There are also floral art classes, 

including one for novices so why not have a go at 

one of these?  

It is free to enter, you don't have to be a member 

of the Society and the closing date to enter is 7 

July - all details on their website. There is the 

Margaret Shepherd Cup for a WI member (Edna 

Trudgeon, our Floral Art adviser, is a previous 

winner) and we hope that this will also attract our 

flower arranging members. Edna Trudgeon has 

written special guidelines for flower arranging and 

if you'd like a copy please contact Avril Woolcock.  

We have arranged two events to assist members who 

might like to Have a Go – Back to Basics and Winning 

Ways with Flowers – which we hope will assist 

members entering competitions.  

We do hope that lots of you will feel inspired - and 

currently we all have more time than usual for a 

practice!   

FLORAL ART AND GARDENING  

ARTS & LEISURE REVIEW 

Although there have been no opportunities to offer the 

experiences that our committee had planned for you 

over the past year, rest assured, we are waiting for that 

magic day when we can offer you a variety of events. 

You may have already noticed some of them already 

advertised in the April issue of County News. 

As you will be aware, the guided walk by the Helford 

River in May has had to be cancelled. This will be re-

advertised in the future.  

We are very fortunate to have the talented David 

Chapman as our adviser who is always more than 

willing to offer a variety of activities for members. 

On 20 May, there will be a nature ramble at Kynance 

Cove when David will take us on a short walk to show 

us some of the special flowers of the area. There will of 

course also be the opportunity to look for birds and 

insect life and to take photographs. 

David has also arranged a Digital Photography 

Workshop held via Zoom with Becky Curtis on 4 and 19 

October, entitled ‘Capture to Share’. 

Are you confident with your smart phone camera and 

want to develop your existing skills? Are you familiar 

with using Apps on your phone and able to use Zoom? 

The first session will explore the creative journey from 

building a better image in camera. This will look at 

composition, technical skills to achieve the most from 

your camera, through to the editing process, using 

apps, some traditional and some fun. This session will 

conclude with the introduction of a seven-day project. 

The second session will focus on taking editing a step 

further and using multiple images create a final picture. 

We will finish with the sharing of the seven-day projects.  

For all your quiz enthusiasts, on 17
 
September there will 

be the Annual Rosebowl Quiz competition. Ladock 

Community Hall is booked, so make a note in your 

diary. 

Finally, have you, or your WI thought about submitting 

your lockdown experiences? CFWI’s Arts & Leisure sub

-committee would like to compile an illustrated record of 

2020, to document the lives of Cornwall WI members in 

the momentous year we have just passed through. All 

the details are in the March issue of County News. 

ARTS & LEISURE, cont’d. 



FLORAL ART & GARDENING, cont’d. 

RESCHEDULED EVENT: 

 

WINNING WAYS WITH FLOWERS 

Monday 21 June 2021 

CHY NOWETH AN CONTETH 

10am-3:30pm 

Come and join Angela Hyland for an inspiring floral art 

workshop! Have you ever wondered what on earth a theme 

meant or what the judges are looking for? Have you possibly 

been discouraged from having a go? Angela is the one to give 

you the ideas and inspiration you need. She will choose several 

of the themes from the schedule of the Cornwall Garden 

Society Show in July, (there is a special Novice Class – see the 

schedule on the CGS website) and demonstrate, followed by 

your opportunity to have a go yourself. You will take your finished masterpiece home with you!  

You may then be inspired to enter the Cornwall Garden Society Show and any other local floral art 

competitions. 

Angela has run workshops for us before and these were much enjoyed. Please bring a packed lunch, but 

we do hope that by the time of the event we will be allowed to offer welcome drinks and biscuits - more 

details nearer the time and, of course, we will adhere strictly to all guidelines and regulations round     

Covid-19. 

Cost: £17 

Closing Date: Monday 31 May 2021 

 

Come and join Angela Hyland for an inspiring 

day of floral art! If you’ve always wondered how 

to create a beautiful floral entry without using floral foam or other artificial material, then this workshop is 

for you!   

Angela is a great demonstrator who has led workshops for us before. She will create various 

arrangements without using Oasis®, and then you will have the opportunity to create your own 

arrangements. Full details will be sent to those who have been awarded places.  

Please bring a packed lunch and we hope we will be allowed to offer welcome drinks and biscuits - more 

details nearer the time and, of course, we will adhere strictly to all Covid-19 guidelines and regulations.  

Cost: £17 

Closing Date: Friday 4 June 2021 

Further Information: Avril Woolcock or Chy Noweth an Conteth 

RESCHEDULED EVENT: 

 

FLORAL ART BACK TO BASICS 

Monday 19 July 2021 

CHY NOWETH AN CONTETH 

10am-3pm 



ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
EXPLORE THE MOOR: MINIONS WALK 

Thursday 15 July 2021 

MINIONS 

11am 

The postponed walk at Minions is now 

rescheduled! We will meet in the car park at 

11am. 

Cost: £6 

Closing Date: Tuesday 15 June 2021 

Further Information: Anne Fenwick  

CFWI AND CLEAN CORNWALL: 

WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT 
CFWI is a long-standing member of Clean Cornwall, a 

partnership set up in 2005 with the specific aim of 

establishing and maintaining Cornwall as the cleanest 

region in England. They work with and support over 40 

local community groups and businesses, and over 

7000 volunteers across Cornwall in finding solutions to 

the environmental issues caused by litter and pollution 

throughout our county. 

Nat Gibb is the new manager at Clean Cornwall, and 

she has been in touch recently to introduce herself and 

to tell us a bit about what Clean Cornwall is aiming to 

achieve this year. She says, “Once lockdown lifts, we 

will continue to support litter picking groups to reduce 

environmentally harmful waste across Cornwall. We 

are also designing a litter survey that will gather a 

baseline of litter abundance information across 

Cornwall. This will be a survey that everyone can get 

involved with. The information it captures will help us 

target action, test the achievement of measurable litter 

reduction goals and further understand the scale of the 

litter problem in Cornwall”.  

“Finally, we will continue to create and distribute free 

informative education packs and deliver campaigns 

and messaging that addresses the needs and 

concerns of our communities in relation to litter and 

waste.”  

You can help by joining in with existing community run 

litter picks in your area or by organising your own. If 

you look on the Clean Cornwall website you will see a 

list of up and coming registered picks with Clean 

Cornwall. There may also be groups organising more 

ad hoc activities in your local area. The easiest way to 

find out is by using the map on the Clean 

Cornwall homepage to see who might be planning 

something near you. If you are organising your own 

litter pick, Clean Cornwall can help by providing you 

with equipment, advice and even taking the rubbish 

away afterwards. As a first step why not download the 

free Litter Pick Pack? And when you do a litter pick, do 

send a picture to County News and tell us about it! 

Happy picking! 

Visit Clean Cornwall: www.cleancornwall.org  

CAMPAIGN CORNER 
Mental Health Awareness Week – 16-22 May 

Check out the NFWI Campaigns Digest for up-to-date 

information and resources relating to the Make Time 

for Mental Health Campaign 

20 May – World Bee 

Day. 

How about going outside 

to see how many bees 

you can see, how active 

they are and what 

flowers they are 

spending time on? 

28 May – World Blood 

Cancer Day 

Look up current 

campaigns in the Public Affairs section of MyWI and 

click on Make a Match. This will tell you how to get 

involved in the campaign which is all about stem cell 

therapy. 

Experiences of Domestic Abuse 

NFWI would like to invite members who have 

experienced domestic violence or abuse to share their 

stories if they feel comfortable doing so. Stories can, if 

you wish, remain anonymous. First-hand accounts will 

contribute to NFWI’s work on Survivors’ Stories and 

would be greatly appreciated. If you would like to 

share, please send your story directly to NFWI by 

email:: pa@nfwi.org.uk.  

Finally, if anyone is working on a resolution to put 

forward for next year, please contact Resolutions 

Coordinator Pat Paxton. 

RESOLUTION MEETINGS 
Hopefully by now WIs will have found ways of holding 

their resolution meetings, whether by Zoom or maybe 

by small groups of 6 meeting in an outside space. 

Maybe you can wait until lockdown restrictions have 

lifted some more and meet after 21 June 21. 

Remember, your vote has to be submitted to NFWI by 

9 July. Members are encouraged to look up all the 

resources available online on MyWI. 

http://www.cleancornwall.org/
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk.K


GREEN CORNER 

ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC AFFAIRS, cont’d.  

BLAIKLEY SALVER COMPETITION 

2021 

The theme for this year's Blaikley Salver poetry 

competition is ‘Enchanting Pathways’, and we invite 

entries from WI members only on this subject. 

The pathways of change, help and renewal are multi-

faceted – doing what is best for our planet in so many 

ways by treading lightly, helping nature’s habitats, using 

less, recycling and mending more and buying local. 

We hope that this will set you thinking – travelling down 

your own particular ‘pathways’ to enchant us all with 

your hopes, findings and aspirations. 

The poem can be of any length up to 32 lines, 

handwritten or typed with double spacing. Please 

submit two copies, with the entrant's name and name of 

the WI on one copy only. Send your entry, with a 

cheque for £5 (payable to CFWI) and a stamped 

addressed envelope to Chy Noweth an Conteth. You 

may also email your poem to us 

on cfwi@btconnect.com. 

Cost: £5 per entry 

Closing Date: Monday 5 July 2021 

Further Information: Felicity Penneycard 

THE BEE’S KNEES 

Bees are nature’s wonder. They play a vital role in 

our environment, pollinating 85% of flowering 

plants in the UK. We have a wonderful variety of 

bees in the UK – bumble bees, solitary bees, 

mining bees and the honeybee, and Cornwall is 

home to wonderfully named rarities such as the 

green-eyed flower bee, the male long-horned bee 

and the tormentil mining bee.  

But bees are under threat from habitat loss, 

pesticides, disease and climate change. Since 

1900, the UK has lost 13 species of bee and now 

a further 35 are under threat of extinction. In 2009, 

the WI launched the “SOS for Honeybees” 

campaign calling for more funding for research 

and raising awareness of their plight.  

What Can We Do? 

Lots. Apart from letting everyone know of the 

threat to bees, lobbying your MP to ban 

neonicotinoides or joining the Bee Conservation 

Society, if you have any outside space however 

small, from a windowsill to patio to garden you can 

help make a difference:  

Buy peat free soil – this will help to 

combat climate change. 

Don’t use pesticides – Bees are very sensitive to 

chemicals. 

Plant mainly purple/blue flowers (such as bee 

balm, lavender and chives) – bees’ favourite 

colour is purple. 

Grow a variety of flowers shapes. Most double 

flowers are of little use as they have so many 

petals the bees can’t get to the central part of the 

flower. Some bees like single, flat flowers (forget-

me-nots), some cup-shaped (borage) and some 

(especially bumble bees) love tubular flowers 

(foxgloves). 

Provide a range of plants – Bees appear from 

early spring to late winter, especially in Cornwall 

with its milder climate, so grow as many varieties 

of flowers with differing flowering times. 

In their lifetime, bees produce ¼ of a teaspoon of 

honey, which sounds a small amount but there are 

so many bees (a single bee colony can consist of 

up to 80,000 bees) all working together that they 

can survive and multiply. Everyone can do a little 

to make big changes. Bees hold an important 

place in our lives and references to the little insect 

have become part of our language: 

  Make a beeline   

  The bee’s knees   

  Put a bee in your bonnet 

Go to MyWI for tutorials on bee hotels, planting 

guides, creating a bee and butterfly garden, 

lavender tips and recipes.  

mailto:cfwi@btconnect.com


WI NEWS 

ON THE COVER 

When Hayle WI President Margaret 

Stockton was sorting through the many 

photos stored on her PC recently, she 

realized that she had quite a few of her WI 

members, taken at various events, outings 

and meetings over the past few years.  

She decided, with her committee’s 

agreement, to create a little photo book of 

happy memories, one to be given to each 

member. The books were well received 

and brought a smile to many faces.  

A MEETING IN A BAG FOR  

ST MARY’S ISLES OF SCILLY 

MEMBERS 

St Mary Isles of Scilly WI’s craft group was hard 

at work this spring, making reusable bags as 

‘meeting in a bag’ treats for their members. 

The bags, all different, were 100% recycled from 

pillow cases, shirts, skirts and curtains. Contents 

included useful items like hand sewn notebooks, 

pencils, tissues, throat sweets, a nail file in a 

holder and lip salve. Three artistic members 

hand painted individual bookmarks, one off cards 

were created and lavender bags stitched. 

One member designed a lino cut sunflower to 

adorn packets of sunflower seeds, another cut 

compostable seed labels, and a resin sunflower-

etched keyring was designed especially for this 

project. 

Final inclusions were a jar each of marmalade, 

homemade cake or flapjack, a selection of 

cosmetic samples and some games, colouring 

sheets and a quiz. The bags were given out with 

a bunch of scented daffodils to every member, 

as a thank you for supporting each other through 

a difficult year, and as a treat to raise spirits. 

LET’S HEAR IT  

FOR HARROWBARROW  

& METHERELL WI 
Here at CFWI, we are always ready to applaud 

WIs that are keeping things going through these 

difficult times. And today, Harrowbarrow & 

Metherell WI gets a standing ovation! Although 

unable to meet at present members enjoy 

regular emails from President Joan Tall and 

important updates from Secretary Kathy 

Thomas.  

One of the focuses in the last 12 months has 

been Harrowbarrow & Metherell's adopted 

telephone box which has been regularly 

redecorated for different occasions. In February, 

the box was revamped for the “Show The Love” 

campaign, with green hearts.  

Many thanks to the committee and members of 

Harrowbarrow & Metherell WI! 


