
    Charity Reg. No. 1014597                                                                 Company No. 272275                                                           Issued with July 2026 County News 

   

Cornwall Federation of Women’s Institutes 

 

 
 

 

2026 ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

MELISSA GREEN 

 

Melissa has a professional background in the third sector, 

with senior leadership roles in a number of national 

membership and volunteer-led organisations. Melissa’s 

previous roles include Head of Adult Support at The Scout 

Association, Interim CEO at Bliss, the special care baby 

charity, and Director of Operations at The Fostering 

Network. She has also held various Trustee and volunteer 

positions and is currently a volunteer with Standing with 

Giants and a School Governor, as well as a very proud WI 

member. 

As Chief Executive, Melissa’s role is to lead and support 

the NFWI staff team and work in partnership with the 

Board and National Council to ensure that the organisation 

is sustainable and continues to meet the needs of current 

members whilst evolving to meet the needs of each new 

generation of women.   
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LESLEY SMITH as NELL GWYNNE 

Lesley Smith is a historian, known for her dramatic portrayals 

of historical characters in full costume, and has been Curator of 

Tutbury Castle in Staffordshire from 2000 to 2024. She is a 

specialist in Tudor history, and most of her characters relate to 

that period, but the full range includes characters from the first 

to the twentieth centuries AD. 

Nell Gwynne was the mistress of Charles II and for many 

people they believe that was all she was known for – other than 

for selling oranges! The real Nell Gwynne is a victory for English 

womanhood showing great courage and against all the odds 

became a star of the London stage and beloved of the King of 

England. 

You will have a chance to meet pretty, witty little Nell in a 

fantastic costume and have a chance to both laugh and cry with 

her. 

She can be bawdy at times, so be prepared! 

 

 

ROCK CHOIR CORNWALL 
  

Rock Choir Cornwall is one of 

the South West’s largest and 

most vibrant singing 

communities, bringing together 

over 600 members from across 

Cornwall through a shared love 

of music, friendship and 

performance. 

Led by award-winning 

conductor Marcus Alleyne, the 

choir performs an uplifting 

repertoire of pop, rock, musical 

theatre and contemporary 

classics. Regularly appearing at 

community events, festivals and 

major venues, Rock Choir Cornwall is known for its energy, passion and strong sense of 

community. 

Open to everyone regardless of musical experience, the choir celebrates inclusion, enjoyment and 

the power of singing together. From local events to prestigious international performances, 

including Carnegie Hall in New York, Rock Choir Cornwall continues to inspire audiences and 

bring people together through music. 

 


